56    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
some of the states grow in power, the fears and suspicions grow. For ten years preceding World War I and World War II, one could see this mounting tension and fear and insecurity, until someone decided it wras time to strike first. The same state of fears and antagonisms will inevitably produce the same result. The pattern is unchangeable.
Thus World War III will come. The ferocity of future wars will not deter us, the magnitude of sacrifice will not daunt us, nor will the cries of mothers and wives keep us from the path of duty, for young men of another generation, without the experience of this war, will go forth to save civilization and die for six, seven, or perhaps eight freedoms. But the blood that will be shed all over the globe will make our present sacrifices look like grandmother's nightmares. Nature is a spendthrift in birth and in slaughter. If men are ready for a big-scale fratricide, God is ready, too. In half a million years, God can create a bigger, better, and more reasonable species of beings. Nor will those who believe in power politics have the right to complain. Since power politicians defend their course of action on naturalism or the natural "struggle for powder," they must also be ready to accept its consequences. If they pride themselves on their "realism" about politics and war, they must also be "realistic" about the consequences of war.
Nor can we be scared now by the appearance of comets and strange stars. Gabriel will not descend on the earthly plains and speak to the sons of men. Harmless miracles of changing water into wine will not stand our scientific scrutiny. A Jonah spat out from a whale will not deceive us, but after careful questioning by reporters will be confined to an insane asylum. William James's voice will not come from the dead to assure us of a future life. The heavens will not rain fire and brimstone, and